
 Name: Date:  

 

MLA Formatting for Papers – MLA (Modern Language Association) style is most commonly used to 

write papers and cite sources with the liberal arts and humanities. 

 

MLA style specifies guidelines for formatting manuscripts and using the English language in writing. MLA 

style also provides writers with a system for referencing their sources through parenthetical citation in their 

essays and Works Cited pages. 

 

Writers who properly use MLA also build their credibility by demonstrating accountability to their source 

material. Most importantly, the use of MLA style can protect writers from accusations of plagiarism, which 

is the purposeful or accidental uncredited use of source material by other writers. 

 

General Guidelines 

 

 Type your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper. 

 Double-space the text of your paper, and use a legible font (e.g. Times New Roman). 

 Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks 

 Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides.  

 Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin. MLA recommends that you use the 

Tab key as opposed to pushing the Space Bar five times. 

 Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested. 

 In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the 

date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text. 

 Double space again and center the title. Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in quotation marks; 

write the title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not in all capital letters. 

 Double space between the title and the first line of the text. 

 Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a space with a 

page number; number all pages consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), one-half inch from 

the top and aligned with the right margin. 
 

Here is a sample of the first page of a paper in MLA style: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Last Name 1 

Student Name 

Teacher Name 

Course Name/Period 

Date 

Meaningful Title 

 The body of the paper starts here. Font should be 12 point font, preferably Times New Roman. 

The entire paper is double spaced. 

 All margins are 1 inch. Each new paragraph should be indented at .5 inches. Note, last name and 

page number are right aligned in the header. 

 

  


